
Eugene Maggard
April 9, 1941 - January 3, 2022

George Eugene Maggard, 80, passed away Monday, January 3rd, 2022 in
Rolla, MO. He was born April 9, 1941, in Grand Junction, Colorado to Gaylord
Eugene “Buck” and Parazida Loreen Purcell Maggard. Eugene was united in
marriage to the love of his life, Eleanor Lee Thomas on February 18, 1967 in
Catonsville, Maryland and to this union one son was born, Marcus Eugene
Maggard. 
Eugene grew up at Akers, MO playing on the Current River, fishing, gigging,
trapping, swimming, hunting, canoeing, and running his motor boat up and
down the river. He attended the one room school at Akers, and then crossed
the river daily to attend school in Summerville. He finished high school in
Salem, MO and graduated in 1960. He attended the University of Missouri-
Columbia with the dream of becoming a doctor. Then he fell in love with
Eleanor and joined the United States Air Force and was stationed at Lackland
AFB, Texas; Biloxi, Mississippi; Loring AFB, Maine. After his Air Force Days,
Eugene and Eleanor returned home to work in the family business, Akers
Ferry Canoe Rental, beside his father, Buck and brother, Dwight. Later he
became president of the business. Then, he and Eleanor later added Jason’s
Place Campground, Wild River Canoe Rental, Round Springs Canoe Rental
and Jacks Fork Canoe Rental and Campground to their list of businesses. He
and Eleanor worked to improve the tourism industry of Missouri. They
belonged to several Chambers of Commerce and promoted them. Eugene
served as president and as a board member of several organizations for



several years: Current and Jacks Fork Canoe Association, Professional
Paddle Sports, Missouri Canoe and Floating Association, Missouri RV Parks
and Campground Association, and the Ozark Heritage Tourism Association.
Eugene was an original board of directors of the National Association of
Canoeing and Livery Outfitters. He and Eleanor were inducted into the
Missouri Division of Tourism Hall of Fame to recognize their contributions and
received their Lifetime Achievement award. In 1976, he received the
Outstanding American Award. 
Eugene served his communities of Akers, Salem, and Eminence, MO. He and
Eleanor supported the organizations, events, and fundraisers from the
organizations of these communities. He served on the Salem R-80 School
Board for two terms from 1989-1992. He was presently serving as president of
the Akers Cemetery Association and had for several years. He and his family
are founding members of the Friends of Mt. Zion with his sister, Judy, and
family. The Mt Zion Church building on the land that was donated by their
grandparents in the 30’s and built by their parents and community members
on the hill above Akers was always dear to his heart. Maintaining and
preserving it for future generations as a symbol that Akers was once a thriving
community and honoring God was a mission of his. Eugene was truly a
steward of the Current and Jacks Fork River. He and Eleanor were the driving
force behind the Glass Bill, the Inherent Risk Bill and instrumental in getting
the red mesh trash bags for the rivers. So the next time you are on the river,
fill that red bag in memory of “Gene”. 

 Eugene was truly the host of Current River, the Captain of Akers Ferry. Any
time you encountered him, he was so very friendly, hospitable and made you
feel welcome. His big smile always greeted you as you entered the Akers
store. He was kind and caring and planted seeds of kindness in many lives.
How many cars and trucks or tourist (who just wanted to ride the ferry) has he
ferried across the river on Akers Ferry? He always offered advice about the
river and mentored many. How many millions of miles have he hosted people
dipping paddles into the clear beauty of the river? He wanted you to enjoy and



love the Current River that he enjoyed and loved so well. He always offered
this advice:”What I like about floating, once you get around the first bend, any
problem you’ve got in the world doesn’t seem quite as important as when you
started.” 
Family was important to Eugene. He and Eleanor enjoyed traveling, especially
with the grandchildren. They usually went on a float trip on Josh’s birthday,
Jan. 2nd as well as several float trips all year long. He and Eleanor hosted
several family reunions at Jason’s Place which included a float trip from
Welch’s Spring with a stop at the Howell/Maggard cabin. He was a big
supporter of his son, grandchildren, nieces and nephews sporting events and
activities. 

 Eugene had a “green thumb” and loved flowers and plants of all kinds. The
rose was his favorite. He planted roses everywhere and was proud to show
them to you. He provided the rose vases for his niece, Bridget’s wedding. His
beautiful yellow daffodils covered the yard at Eleanor’s cabin. His tomatoes
were always abundant. Another favorite was the jewelweed, a beautiful wild
flower that cures poison ivy. He enjoyed sharing the story of the jewelweed.
Searching for wild flowers was a favorite activity of his. 
Eugene professed his faith in Jesus at an early age. He and Eleanor were
active members of the First Christian Church. He is well in the arms of his
Savior. His river family and friends and all who loved him will miss him. He
would agree with this scripture: “And it shall be that every living thing that
moves, wherever the rivers go, will live. There will be a very great multitude of
fish, because these waters go there; for they will be healed, and everything
will live wherever the river goes.” Ezekiel 47:9 
Eugene is survived by his daughter-in-law: Cassandra Maggard;
Grandchildren: Joshua Cody Maggard, Tyler Eugene Alan Maggard, Marcus
George Alexander Maggard, Brandilyn Thomas Maggard and Skilea Jaidyn
Prater; Great-granddaughter: Alyssa Jane; Great grandsons: Gavin Wayde
and Kaden Lee Thomas Maggard all of Salem; Sister: Judy (Maggard)



Stewart and husband John, Eminence; Nieces: Linda Cross and Carol Hope,
Florida; Mckenzie Maggard, Lebanon, Molly Zeigenbein and husband Daniel,
Marionville; Bridget (Stewart) Liggett and husband Ryan, Eminence;
Nephews: Jonathan Stewart and wife Jordan, Eminence, Cory Maggard,
Lebanon; Great nephews: Garrett and Rein Liggett, Jake and Ridge Stewart,
Eminence; Great niece: Presley Stewart, and extended family and friends. 
He is preceded in death by his parents: Gaylord ‘Buck’ and Loreen (Purcell)
Maggard; Wife: Eleanor Lee (Thomas) Maggard; Son: Marcus Eugene
Maggard; Sister: Omaleta (Maggard) Cross; Brother: Dwight Maggard; Sister-
in-law: Debby Maggard; Niece: Leta Jean Cross; Nephew: Timothy Stewart;
Great niece: Loreena Rein Liggett; In-laws: Winfield and Dorothy Thomas. 

 Funeral services will be held 11:00 AM Saturday, January 15, 2022 at the First
Christian Church of Salem, Missouri with Tim Hill and Rick Mansfield
officiating. A visitation for family and friends will be held at the James & Gahr
Chapel on Friday, January 14, 2022 from 4 PM-8PM. Interment will be held in
the Akers Cemetery, Salem, Missouri. Memorials are suggested to the Akers
Cemetery Fund or Mount Zion Fund. Cards are available at all James & Gahr
locations.



Cemetery Details

Akers Cemetery

Shannon County, MO

Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 14. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

James & Gahr Mortuary - Salem
103 West Center
Salem, MO 65560
(573) 729-3117
jgsalemmo@hotmail.com
https://www.jamesgahrmortuary.com/

Service

JAN 15. 11:00 AM (CT)

Salem Christian Church
Salem, MO 65560

mailto:jgsalemmo@hotmail.com
https://www.jamesgahrmortuary.com/
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January 30, 2023 at 04:37 AM

Eugene Maggard

January 30, 2023 at 02:54 AM

Eugene Maggard

Tim Butler - January 17, 2022 at 10:34 AM

Eugene,you and your dad Buck,took us cross
the ferry many times,Thanks for the memories
James A Butler jr and
Pinky,Jimmer,susie,christy Timmy Jennifer. on
our way to Tiipee Canoe.

January 13, 2022 at 01:05 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Eugene Maggard.

https://www.jamesgahrmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jamesgahrmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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January 13, 2022 at 12:24 PM

Rose Romanesque Bouquet was purchased for
the family of Eugene Maggard.

Mandy - January 12, 2022 at 06:25 PM

Mandy lit a candle in memory of Eugene
Maggard

Your Friends at Country Mart - January 12, 2022 at 01:56 PM

Your Friends at Country Mart purchased the Bea
utiful in Blue for the family of Eugene Maggard.

Stephen Foutes - January 12, 2022 at 09:42 AM

Truly saddened by Gene's passing. He was a good man and a
wonderful ambassador for the travel and outdoor industries. He and
Marcus both will be missed. On behalf of the Missouri Division of
Tourism, please accept our condolences.

https://www.jamesgahrmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1449&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jamesgahrmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1449&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jamesgahrmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jamesgahrmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jamesgahrmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Ron and Beth Light - January 12, 2022 at 12:30 AM

Ron And Beth Light lit a candle in memory of
Eugene Maggard

geneva philo purcell - January 09, 2022 at 12:22 PM

Geneva Philo Purcell lit a candle in memory
of Eugene Maggard

January 08, 2022 at 06:52 PM

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Eugene Maggard.

Susan Crews - January 08, 2022 at 12:57 PM

Fond memories of this kind man will remain in the hearts of
everyone of the many he came into contact with. Continued prayers
for all the Family and many friends

https://www.jamesgahrmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jamesgahrmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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geneva philo purcell - January 08, 2022 at 12:54 PM

Geneva Philo Purcell lit a candle in memory
of Eugene Maggard

Jeff Ure (JU) - January 07, 2022 at 04:09 PM

1 file added to the album Gene

Siobhan, Patti, & Mary - January 07, 2022 at 10:48 AM

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the Maggard family. We are so
sorry for your loss. He was a kind soul with a wonderful sense of
humor and will be missed.

Rick & Debbie Land - January 05, 2022 at 10:35 AM

Rick & Debbie Land lit a candle in memory of
Eugene Maggard



DL

Drew LaMaster - January 04, 2022 at 12:48 PM

We have been floating and camping with the Maggard’s for over 30
years. We live in southern Indiana. Over that time they have
become our “family in Missouri”. I was just out there in November.
Gene “Grand dad” is a good man and will be missed. Boys just
know that we are here for you and I’ll see y’all soon. 

  
Drew LaMaster and family


